Strategies for Learning Sight Words

Your child may benefit from:

· In the Spotlight: Place your child’s sight word cards on the floor, on a table, or on the sofa.  Give your child a flashlight and call out a word at random.  Challenge your child to “spotlight” that word by shining the flashlight on it.

· Play 'Who am I?' Choose between 5-10 cards. Children guess the word you are describing - e.g. I have 3 letters, I begin with c.

· Play 'stepping stones' - place words on the floor, children walk over them saying the word as they go.

· Place chosen words on the floor, toss a coin over the words, children say the word the coin lands on or near.

· Work on three new words at a time.  Keep going over all of the other sight words that your child has learned up to this point.  

· Make words using play-doh.  Roll balls of play-doh into “snakes” that can be shaped to form letters.  Keep talking about the word and the letters in the word as you are forming it out of the play-doh.

· Make words using magnetic letters.

· Write a word on a sheet of paper and then write over the word 2 or more times using different colors to create a rainbow effect.  

· Use only one crayon every time you write the word.  Do not allow your child to use a different crayon for every letter; stopping to choose a new color after every single letter can break the train of thought.

· Be sure to say the word after every color you use.  

· Pointing out the sight words in bedtime stories 

· Reading them on flashcards or pieces of paper posted around the house where they can be read (refrigerator, doors, dishwasher, etc.)

· A game called “Gone Fishing” – An adult holds a stack of flash cards, displaying one card at a time.  If the child knows the word, he/she “catches” it, and the adult gives the card to the child.  See how many words your child can “catch” every day.  Until your child knows all of the sight words on the list, the goal is to “catch” at least one more word than he/she did the day before.
